PART VIII
SOUTH AMERICA
CHAPTER XXXV
GENERAL SURVEY OF THE PACIFIC COAST
1   Relief
THE lofty western mountain system of South America is
the longest and most continuous fold line on the earth s
surface Running m an unbroken ridge from Trinidad to
Tierra del Fuego it wholly determines the character of the
Pacific coast region This however is a very general and
also very inaccurate description of the great Andean system
More truly it may be said to take the form of a vast elongated
plateau nearly everywhere more than 10 000 feet above the
level of the ocean and having an eastern and a western nm
which rise another 8000 12 (XX) feet above the floor of the
plateau In Bolivia and Southern Peru where the plateau
is highest it also opens out to its greatest width and behind
the great inward bend of the coast line to Arica it reaches
a maximum width of about 200 miles Occupying a de
pression in the floor of this plateau is the remarkable Lake
Titicaca a long sheet of fresh water over 10000 feet above
sea level The Pacific nm of this plateau has been associated
with strong volcanic activity which has piled up lofty cones
throughout its whole length Tronador and Aconcagua El
Mistt in Peru, and Qumborazo and Cotopaxi in Ecuador are
simply outstanding examples of the hundreds of volcanoes
active quiescent or extinct that overlook the Pacific from
the heights of the Western Andes South of the Bolivian
ffateati the cordillera fells away hat, with distance from tbe
the glacial action of the past becomes more marked,
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